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One of the mom improbable of
nedy~O’Brien gesturds. inwod Benator
HarrY Frooe Byrp, whose aambount faklure
1o endorse Kennedy in 1680 clinched Virginia -

‘Ken-

for Nixon, and whom sontempt for anything |

but the most congarvative policies s classio,
But one Sunday last May when the Senator,
a month betore iis 74th hirthday, was giving
s big luncheon ‘for friends at bis countxy
estate, who ahould helicopter out of the sky
Lut the President hinself. The old
gentleman was beside himselt vltn pddl lnd-'
50)'

“Don‘t jump to oonchulom.” mad .
libersl Sanator lster. “Hiaxy By stil).op-
poses us. We'll never fet his vote. But ba's
notdttm.upmummm“n

m

Republicans mutter darkly that Voneox's.
surprisingly ‘enthusiastio support of ‘the
southern votes with him-—-might have betn
more surprising or less enthrustastic but for
the award of a billion-dollar Air Foroe con=
tract for jet'transports td the !.oothnod pmnt
at Marietta, Ga., & ye&r 8go0. " °

D’Bxundinmxnuthhvnhasnonuln-
nuendo, He says the true resson for Vin-
soN's support is the simple fact that when-

John P. Kennedy Was -in the House,
his office Was near.VINSON'S the two used
to walk to the Chamber U ;. the vener-

able southerner took & Mking to the boyish
Yankee and it has flowered ‘1nto’  fruttful
political reuﬂomhtp between $wo vastly difu
ferent but loya!' Dmmocrats—though the
fight,'over the B-70 bombtr ‘has strained thlt
relationship.

O'Brien kesps a card lndex of oongmnlonal.

whims, intereats and voting vecords. With
slections in the ofing, hs 18 délicately but
unmistaxably making clear to the Democratio
National Committes and the campalgn oom-
mitteen of hoth Houses that the White House
has an interest—sometimes naybe even &
controlling interest—in the funds dispensed
to candidates for office, He has coordiniated
the politically significant functions of the
_executive branch to an astonishing degree.
He has trainied Cabinst and agency Halson
officera to alert him on their pmjoctl prob-
tems—and potential vacancies. . -

Not only intslligence but policy has been
coordinated. At firat, departments and the
White House often reflected different versions®
on the Hill. Now the word is “the President’s
policy is our policy and the President's prl-
ortty is our priority.

Hehind him, O'Brien has the support, con-
fiderics and au\‘..‘noﬂty of the President. “You
xnow what I went,” his en orders
run. “Come sa close to ft a3 you oan,*t Aft~
er a decade of  clossly wltl\ i,
O'Brien does know-what President wants.
In the tense, ticklish process of trading votes
to unblock a bill, he knows how much the
President is prepared to change or ditute.

. O'Brien's attitudes ard conditioned by his
doep conviction that the Prexident—only
6 weeks older than himaself—has & capecity
for grestness which he wanis to halp him
realize. A Oatholic who oxpurhnead the bit-
ter anti-Irish feslings of western Muassa-
chusetts as he grew up, O'Brien tnovu the
meaning of the term “minority group.” But
though his personal politics have evolved
as moderately lberal, he sees himmself as &
kind of humsan hetween the partys

« Old Guard and the New Frontier. -

His approach has already assisted hi £
across a mout 0f cold aloofness into a frien
1y "working contect with the intricats per:
sonality of the new Epeaker.” Tisir rela-
tionahip helps counterbalanocs the longstand-
ing coolness bstween MoCommacy and the
President. THis stems fpom elm
in Massachusetts politics.
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.- ter of debate mwumumn. It has
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ority Leadsr Cuaxizs
poxmonl infighting, osn mu

" n'pt
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w m}s o com-
suffered & major R4t the two poads oohe
of the Preijdent’s phﬂhlusm %0
for urben affairs with & Negro, Dv.v m
C. Weaver, now Chiaf of the mMu,““g‘m
Agency, as its firsd héad: - How nffectively  the husis of
the tssue can be raised to haunt Bepublicans S5u wOLes"

in ths cities and among urbsm
voters-— Richerd Nixon jost in
remains 10 be sesn :

ing avery inoli of the way. ‘»;.‘
Larry O'Brien is, sbvioualy, &
tat; Lke his chlef, he beligves. ﬂltt

t‘l:;nm « botelkecper, he grow. up ln

™ hu::?id for the m&g“‘: 19m2 m i : ﬁ:gr&?;ﬁlugc
rum for t ' e

e sy Brichew they prepmsd i0 the
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shering-wand
the dazxling Kennsdy.politioa) (’m aveE. m ~on oach Dther,

sinog. To the roots of his crewout reg.

O'Brints very tming avena lo Groh WIB ALy - L
B balitioltn Tearny sdrly that privady f‘.“ Y &mmmnmmm \
or:t t O'Brisn at-

Y ‘of Ofifo,” Mr, Fresilent,”

ns for Jong commcntqn theieueisn as-

park near his " He i vsually : M

Pelr - ;::ﬁ:’ ;xbg. er Bastod ; am iis proper
3’,’,’"'&?"’“"{’3‘ . B-Mmﬂr . game } .' beg:une & Member

0, though Aﬂmthmxpﬁy . Awing

flalr for journalism, i i %ﬂ i We 31Mlonl of
point to 'o fnto politide. | - Loo- 3 L & Eisen-
* O'Brien’s tasts ip Uteraturd is “relktively

tght mu!—-uood-ut-:ub povels, ipcjud-
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movis now and ‘then ! he alojost never
can make a Puvorite on tts firgt run. “Th
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